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The Prison Question. A Theoretical and Philosophical Review of 
some matters relating to Crime, Punishment, Prisons, and Reforma- 
tion of Convicts, etc. By Charles H. Reeve. Pp. 194. Chi- 
cago, 1890. 

The prison question is not bounded in our author's view 
by the limits of a penal institution, but embraces all the 
causes which go to produce crime, and thus necessitate 
prisons, as well as the proper system of the latter. His 
effort is, therefore, to estimate the forces that go to the 
production of crime, and much attention is therefore given 
to matters which might appear to have only a loose con- 
nection with the topic in hand. Whether we agree in all, 
or in essential points, with the author, there can be no doubt 
that he has given us, in the chapters on Mentality, Physi- 
cal and Mental Energy, Theology, Mind, Natural Forces, 
Marriage and Society, an interesting and forcible statement 
of the elements through which character is formed. The 
law-breaker is a product of these conditions. The law 
does not deal with him as a sinner, but simply as one who, 
for one reason or another, has failed to meet the requisites 
of life in society. He is hurtful to the public security, and 
the law should handle him in this spirit and in no other. 
From this point of view much of our present system of 
prisons and many of our current notions of punishment 
and its purposes must be discarded. The new treatment 
of offenders should pursue two aims — the reformation of 
those who show themselves amenable to discipline, and 
the permanent restraint of those whose criminal instincts 
cannot be checked. It need not be said that the absurd- 
ities of some of our common practices — as, for instance, 
discharging confirmed criminals at the expiration of time 
sentences, to let them prey on the community until recap- 
tured — are severely commented upon. With such ideals in 
view, the mode of dealing with criminals should be essen- 
tially altered. The first principle to be recognized is that 
law-breaking forfeits liberty, not for a definite time, but 
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permanently, or until reasonable proof has been offered 
that the offender will not abuse liberty if it is restored to 
him. None the less the perfection of the prison discipline 
will avail but little in the battle with crime, because it is 
only able to reach its subjects after a long course of early 
training has moulded character in a shape hostile to exist- 
ing society. Much more should be done to prevent the 
growth in our midst of classes prone to crime and almost 
certain to fall into the ranks of law-breakers. It is a false 
sentiment which invests the marriage relation of the dis- 
eased, the vicious, and the depraved, with any sanctity 
whatever. It is a blot on our civilization. Here is where 
real preventive work can be accomplished, and the author 
pleads earnestly for thoroughgoing legislation to prevent 
vicious marriages, likely to be harmful to the State. His 
suggestions on this point are full of interest. 

A book like the present, with its vigorous thought and 
novel way of putting things, throws a strong light upon 
some points of our social conditions, and cannot fail to 
stimulate earnest thought on the problems involved. 

R. P. F. 



Notes. 



The article on the " Zone Tariff in Hungary," which 
appeared in the July number of the Annals, and the com- 
munication from the General Manager of the Austrian 
Railways on the new railroad tariff recently introduced into 
Austria, have attracted wide attention in the American press 
and have received considerable mention in European papers. 
Besides the numerous notices which have appeared in the 
editorial columns and book reviews, two elaborate articles 
were prepared by Mr. Sylvester Baxter and by Mr. James 
L. Cowles, respectively, showing how the system would 
work if applied in this country. The former contains a 



